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9 Reasons This Colonial Mexican Town Should Be on Your Bucket List

Jan 16, 2019 by Kristin Hanes
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Merida, Mexico, Adam JonesFhickr

The cobonial town of Merida is a far cry from the fourist-ciogged beaches of Cancun. There are no
midday body shots. reveling spring breakers. or sprawling mega-resorts here. But Merida has a
spirt all of its own. For one, it’s the cultural heart of the Yucatan Peninsula, built over 500 years ago
on top of a thnving Mayan civilization called Tho. It has been home to sisal barons, the French
upper crust, and Mayans struggling to find their way following the arrival of the Europeans. Mow, it's
one of the safect cifies in Mexico, and was even voted the Cultural Capital of the Americas, thanks
to its diverse panoply of art, architecture, and food. Sure, it's four hours west of the powdery
beaches in raucous Cancun, but it's worth a spot on your Mexico bucket list. Here are nine reasons
you should consider spending a few days in Menda on your next tnp south of the border.



. The histonc haciendas.

Chable Reson & Spafristin Hanes

In the 18th century, the sisal trade was booming in Menda. Sisal was used fo create those popular
Fanama hats, and grew from a plant called the henequen. Wealthy Spaniargs built sprawling
haciendas in the staie of Yucatan where they could grow heneguen and export sisal. Many of these
haciendas have been revitalized and turned into hotels that are worth siaying in or at leask stopping
by for a tour and bite to eal. Check out Hacenda Santa Cruz, the magnificently restored Chable
Aesort & Spa, or the bright-pink Rosas & Xocolate Boutique Hotel & Spa.
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